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Fire
on
high
Brandon Chew | Spartan Daily
The glow of the reheating chamber
paints Lindsey Winkleman’s face a
bright orange. The senior graphic
design major spins a globe of glass
soon to be worked into a crafted
pumpkin. The temperatures can be
as high as 1900 degrees fahrenheit
where the glob of glass is spun and
blown. Visit spartandaily.com for
a gallery of more images from the
glass studio.
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Calif. colleges call for consent
Definition of sexual interaction to reduce campus crimes
By Jonathan Giddens
@JayofthePeople
R&B artist Cee-Lo Green shook up the
social media world recently with his tweets
on what he thinks rape looks like.
His characterization disregarded any
victim who may have not fought back or
lacked any physical injury as proof.
It isn’t the first time a music artist has
nonchalantly made references to rape.
Hip hop artist Rick Ross was released from
his Reebok endorsement after he made rape
implications in a verse in the song U.O.E.N.O
by Future, “I put molly all in her champagne
and she didn’t even know, I went home and I
enjoyed that, she didn’t even know.”
On May 1st, the United States Department
of Education released a list of 55 colleges
and universities in the United States under
investigation for mishandling reported
sexual assault complaints.
USC, UCLA and UC Berkeley are among
those who made the list from California.
In the wake of the investigation, Calif.
Governor Jerry Brown, has been presented
with a bill that fundamentally redefines
sexual consent among public and private
California colleges.

Dubbed the “affirmative consent” bill,
it defines sexual consent as affirmative,
conscious and voluntary verbal or nonverbal
agreement from both parties and must be
maintained and agreed upon throughout.
The parameters of Senate Bill 967 do away
with the no-means-no mindset of old.
According to the bill, written by Calif.
Senators Kevin De Leon and Hannah-Beth
Jackson, claiming ones silence, lack of
resistance or inability to respond does not
imply nor pass for consent.
It requires all California colleges and
universities receiving student funding to
adopt its ethics as their own.
The California State University system
has already accepted the standards of the bill.
Governor Brown has until the end of
September to sign the bill.
Bill 967 asserts that participants uphold
the option to revoke consent at any time.
“From a quick read, I saw this law only
applies to colleges and their codes,” political
science professor James Brent, P.h. D said.
“I don’t know that there will be any real
difference made because in most of these
cases, there seems to be lack of collaborating
evidence to back one side of the story over the
other.”

According to the United States
Department of Education, the number of
reported sexual assaults to the campus
police at 4-year post-secondary schools are
on a steady decline since the early 2000s.
An important attribute to remember is
how many assaults aren’t reported.
It will be interesting to see which
number rises with the introduction of the
new law — the number of people kicked out
of school or the number of cases reported.
The real strive made with this law
seems to be shifting the burden of
providing evidence from the victim to the
perpetrator.
In theory, victims are no longer
questioned why they did or did not do
something.
The law should put pressure on those
accused since they have to prove they were
given consent.
Junior economics major, Vincent Trinh
said, “It seems like a good idea requiring
someone to give consent right from the
beginning, just because there are too many
stories where one person doesn’t even know
what is going on.”
It’s too early to say what this process
will boil down to for Bill 967.

Whether or not once the victim states
plainly they did not consent, will the
accused be penalized automatically or will
they be awarded proper due process?
How does one know when they are really
consenting?
When is it a good time to revoke consent
and how can one know when to acknowledge
when permission is revoked?
Health science major, senior C’Airra
Callum said she believes the bill could
“decrease the likelihood of having a
misunderstanding when people have to
acknowledge they gave consent.”
Hopefully due process will be the savior
of an unfortunate recurring “he said, she
said” dilemma.
With the bill in place, it sparks more
conversation from victims and between
partners.
“The key issue lies in the fact both
parties have to actively be engaged in
knowing and recognizing consent,”
women’s studies professor Tanya Bakhru,
P.h. D said. “It is important to establish
one’s voice and know what they are willing
and not willing to do.”
Jonathan Giddens is a Spartan Daily staff
writer.
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R.A.D. training course offers students a fighting chance
By Vincent Vicini
@thebigvinnie
It can be unsettling hearing
or reading about the frequency
of crimes occurring on or around
campus each day. For incoming
freshmen or transfer students
who are new in the area, it may be
especially jarring.
Alexandra Franklin, a junior
geology major, said although she
hasn’t encountered any incidents,
she always remains observant in her
environment.
“I’m not walking around with
my headphones on tuned-out from
reality,” Franklin said.

That’s sound advice everyone
should follow.
University Police Department
Sergeant Jenny Gaxiola suggests
three factors to every crime: a
suspect, a victim and an opportunity.
“What we want to teach people
is how to remove the opportunity
to minimize their chance of being a
victim,” Gaxiola said.
Gaxiola is referring to Rape
Aggression Defense Training, or
R.A.D., a training program teaching
prevention, awareness and hands-on
self-defense tactics.
R.A.D. is a two day training
course offered on campus and
taught by Gaxiola and a number of

facebook.com/spartandaily

UPD’s nationally certified R.A.D.
instructors.
Since people don’t have the
luxury or time to practice every
day, the program was designed with
simplicity in mind.
A martial arts background is
not necessary and the program
doesn’t teach students how to defend
themselves with knives or pepper
spray.
Instead, Gaxiola said, the course
teaches students how to defend
themselves with something they
have with them at all times — their
bodies.
“We want to make sure that at
any given time [the students] can

@spartandaily

fight back,” Gaxiola said.
Not only are they shown several
tactics, they will also perform the
techniques they’ve learned at full
force in a scenario simulation with
the instructors.
“We teach it hoping they never
have to use it, and to use these skills
to prevent things from happening by
being aware of their surroundings by
taking extra precautions,” Gaxiola
said.
Megan Persall, a junior molecular
biology major, who has already
taken self-defense training, echoes
this sentiment. She said she stays
vigilant on campus by always paying
attention to her surroundings and

@spartandaily

staying in well-lit areas.
The R.A.D. Training course is
free for students and $5 for SJSU
faculty and staff.
The course is also open to outside
community members who can join
for $10.
Courses will be offered on Sept.
20-21, Oct. 25-26 and Nov. 22-23.
You can register for the course at
the University Police Building at the
corner of South Seventh St. and East
San Salvador St.
You may contact Sergeant Jenny
Gaxiola for more information at
jenny.pak@sjsu.edu.
Vincent Vicini is a Spartan Daily
staff writer.
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Yik Yak creates anonymous
network for better or worse
By Samuel Brannan
@SamBrannan
Yik Yak, an anonymous messaging
application launched last November, has
made its way over to the West Coast and
is gaining popularity and criticism on the
San Jose State campus.
The mobile app allows anyone to post
uncensored messages anonymously for
anyone within in a 1.5 mile radius to read
on their smartphones.
Brooks Buffington and Tyler Droll,
two Kappa Alpha fraternity brothers from
Furman University in South Carolina,
found Yik Yak with the idea of giving a voice
to entire student bodies on college campuses.
“The idea originated from the fact that our
old college campus had a lot of parody Twitter
accounts who sort of held the campus voice,”
said co-founder and COO Brooks Buffington.
“They got to tell all the jokes and spread the
news because they had thousands of followers.”
The free mobile app immediately
skyrocketed on college campuses on the
East Coast and is now the fifth most popular
free iPhone app on Apple’s app store.
At SJSU, the app has sparked gossip
among the Greek community. Kate Sisto, a
senior kinesiology major and a member of
the Kappa Delta sorority, likes to use the app
but thinks it might be causing problems.
“Some of the posts are funny, but I mostly
see trash talk from within the (Greek)
community, and it might raise tensions once
we begin socializing,” Sisto said.
Angelica Tingin, an undeclared
sophomore deleted the app after using it
for a few days.
“Everyone is better off keeping their
thoughts to themselves,” Tingin said. “Most of
the posts are just about rumors and stereotypes
about (Greek) houses that are not true at all.”
Buffington said he thinks Yik Yak
should act like a modern day town square,
where anyone can communicate with people
around them without having to know them.
There are good things that have come
out of Yik Yak though.

One student at Vanderbilt University
used Yik Yak to help raise awareness and
money for a fellow classmate suffering from
blood cancer, according to an article on the
Cavalier Daily at the University of Virginia.
“We also see Yik Yak being used as a
campus alert system on a pretty frequent
basis,” Buffington said. “Unlike Facebook
or Twitter, it doesn’t matter who you are
following or friends with, as long as you’re in
the area, you’ll get the warning on Yik Yak.”
Yik Yak receives criticism nationwide
about its potential for cyber bullying. It
became an issue at the middle school and
high school levels, resulting in a geo-fence
ban of Yik Yak-ing in almost every precollegiate school campus.
“We never intended for Yik Yak to be
used in such a way and we’ve taken a lot of
steps to prevent that from happening,” said
Buffington. “Our app is rated 17 and over
and is intended for college age and above.”
Psychiatrist Dr. Kieth Ablow wrote a
piece for Fox News that said Yik Yak “is the
most dangerous form of social media I’ve
ever seen.” He believes Yik Yak extracts all
feelings of empathy and compassion when
posting because it is anonymous.
Despite the criticisms, the mobile app
is still growing rapidly on the West Coast.
“Part of that effort includes a college tour,
where we will be visiting 32 college campuses
all down the West Coast,” Buffington said.
The real world yak is a long-haired,
goat-like animal that is found throughout
the Himalaya region.
Although they won’t have the real
thing, the co-founders and staff will
travel down the coast in a tour bus with
yak mascots, bicycle rickshaws and a
customized mechanical yak.
“I think that the open and local
nature of our app is what really makes
us successful,” Buffington said. “Never
before in social media have you been able
to communicate with others around you
without having to know them.”
Samuel Brannan is a Spartan Daily staff
writer.

Brandon Chew | Spartan Daily
A student arms iWitness, setting it to record video and audio, next to one of the campus’
blue security pilllars, the two means for students to feel secure walking around campus.

iWitness provides blanket of
electronic safety on campus
Call 9-1-1 and record video automatically
By Brian Stanley
@BStanleyPhotos
Smartphones are now more than just
a connection to social media. They now
contribute to a person’s safety.
Developed as an electronic self-defense
tool, the smartphone application iWitness
provides protection for college students.
Founded in 2009 by CEO Dave Remer,
iWitness is marketed to universities in an
effort to improve campus safety.
“We put safety in the hands of every
person,” Remer said.
Designed for quick accessibility, iWitness
is activated with a one touch button to contact
9-1-1 and other features.
“iWitness helps parents provide their
kids an added layer of protection as they
head off to college, whether it be just down
the road or across the country,” Remer said.
Once the app is downloaded, iWitness
recommends that users place the app tile
in the favorite apps section of the phone for
quicker access.
When the application is opened, the user
will see a live map showing the GPS location
of the user along with the one-touch, red
activation button at the bottom of the screen.
Activating iWitness automatically starts
the audio and video recording function.
San Jose State junior computer science
major Kelly Huynh finds the video
recording feature the most appealing.
The audio and video is recorded and
transmitted along with the users’ GPS
location to a secure server on the Cloud
which can be retrieved at a later time.
“What really interests me about that
specific feature is it’s safety,” Huynh said.
The application records in five minute
intervals and alerts when there is 30
seconds left.
Once the data is transmitted to the
Cloud, the user can view the audio and video
but it cannot be deleted from the phone.

“The recordings will be stored for 60 days
on the Cloud,” Remer said.
While in recording mode, the user
can tap the screen to call 9-1-1 emergency
services as well as notify selected friends
and family.
Calling 9-1-1 right away and alerting
contacts are features that interest graduate
student Veronica Carrillo.
During the setup of the user profile, the
user can select six trusted contacts to receive
a text message when the app is activated,
indicating the user is in danger.
The profile also allows users to include
their physical description.
The application includes an accelerometer
feature that contacts 9-1-1 if the phone is
jolted or knocked out of the user’s hand
while in use.
Remer said 75 percent of iWitness users
are currently women.
The company has seen a recent increase
of young men using the application as an
anti-bullying tool.
iWitness sees a usage increase from
students in K-12 schools as the result of
children having smartphones.
Seattle University partnered with
iWitness to bring the application to students
as part of the growth in campus safety.
“We offer a discounted subscription to
students enrolled in partnering schools,”
Remer said.
The application is free to download for both
iPhone and Android smartphones, but requires
a monthly subscription to use the software.
The first version of the software
launched in 2012 on the iPhone’s app store.
The Android version of iWitness
launched during the summer on the Google
Play store.
Users can subscribe for a monthly fee of $2.99
or purchase an annual subscription for $29.99.
Similar applications available include
OnWatchOnCampus and Life Line Response.
Brian Stanley is a Spartan Daily staff writer.
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Robert Plant’s modern rock genre-bending
‘lullaby’ evokes Zeppelin’s innovative heart
By Philip Beadle
@Beadlebeat

Robert Plant’s latest solo album “lullaby
and... The Ceaseless Roar”, released Sept. 5,
blends his legendary creativity and diversity with smooth, psychedelic melodies to
create a haunting sound.
Plant, former frontman and lead vocalist of Led Zepplin, one of the most influential bands of rock and roll, has had a career
that has only built in significance since his
former band split.
Critics might note correctly that Plant’s
name does not come up as often as some
of his contemporaries with similar career
paths, but “lullaby” proves that Plant is still
relevant.
It proves his contributions to music go
beyond “Stairway to Heaven.”
The album itself was years in the making, and it is a testament the amount of
work Plant has done in recent years.
He is not resting on his laurels after 50
years.
He is still redefining rock the way
he always has — the way he earned his
legendary status.
Fans of Plant will see that and appreciate
it in “lullaby.”
New fans or critics, however, might not.
This is an album that sounds dangerously distinct.
Through creating his last three albums,
Plant has brought together a group now
dubbed “Sensational Space Shifters,” which
features members from all walks of music
and life.
Lead guitarist Justin Adams grew up
in the Middle East listening to U.K. punk,
and that influence is apparent in melodies
which switch from lilting chords to up-tempo riffs effortlessly.
John Baggott’s piano parts add just
the right complement to the band at key
moments, but are almost imperceptible
otherwise.

Rhythm guitarist Liam “Skin” Tyson
brings a gritty, psychedelic sound opposite
Plant’s vocals, and jazz-trained drummer
Dave Smith’s straightforward, march-inspired rhythms are accented with just the
right amount of syncopation.
Juldeh Camara adds vocals in his native Fulani, the language of the Hausa and
Fulani people in West Africa.
Producer Tchad Blake layers these instruments into a slow and subtle melodic
listlessness that will occasionally and
spontaneously burst with epic rock and roll
flare.
These compositions are works of art,
making Blake’s work almost as substantial
as Plant’s.
Plant was in form for the album.

His vocals cut clearly into the musical
mist which the Shifters create.
The sounds seem to whirl about the longlocked singer as though some magic, ethereal energy was controlled by a wizard.
That energy swims under Plant’s unwavering vocals.
With his signature crystal clear tone,
Plant croons with strength, constancy and
probably the best range rock has ever seen.
The album’s first track “Little Maggie”
lets listeners know right away the experience they are about to have is not ordinary.
It’s fast at times and slow at others —
quiet then loud.
It’s bluesy, folksy, jazzy and trippy all at
once.
The second track, “Rainbow,” takes

Photo Courtesy of Warner Bros Records

3
listeners through the cosmos even if they
aren’t watching the music video which juxtaposed scenes of classic Americana with
scientific space-age images.
The heavy drums immediately drive the
song into a state of motion, making it one of
the simplest, catchiest riffs on the album.
It matches the message of Plant’s lyrics
perfectly.
The song, in which Plant promises a
woman he will always support — “will be
her rainbow after the storm over” — has the
presence of a mountain peak.
It is solid, unchanging and powerful
enough in its lone crescendo to convey “a
love that carries all before the passion and
the flood.”
It fits because Plant is not promising
flowery happy-ever-afters, but instead,
hard work to support his lover.
The album then dips into the serene with
“Pocketful of Golden” before fully descending into the macabre “Embrace Another
Fall,” which is pretty much the counterpart
to “Rainbow,” a lament of love lost.
The song’s rolling rhythm conveys a
sense of desperation, similar to the dread
one might feel when thinking about an exlover, which eventually builds into a rage
and dulls again the more one dwells on it.
After getting over how much of himself
Plant gave to this ex, Plant gets people’s foot
stomping with “Turn It Up,” a bluegrass-inspired folk rock song.
This is the portion of the album classic
Zeppelin fans will relate to.
“Turn It Up” evokes that classic rock,
jam-band feel.
“A Stolen Kiss” is a quintessential rock
ballad done right.
Plant throws in one last jam with “Up on
the Hollow Hill,” which is dark and provocative and features some absolutely beautiful shredding by Tyson.
“Arbaden (Maggie’s Babby)” ends the
album on a rhythmic note with electronic
flare, cacophonous percussion and Camara’s Fulani vocals layered to create a polyrhythmic effect.
While Plant’s legacy was set in stone
long ago, “lullaby” proves that he will not
fall away like the image of Icarus on Zeppelin’s iconic logo.
Philip Beadle is the Arts and Entertainment
Editor of the Spartan Daily.
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The decapitation of journalists James
Foley and Steven Sotloff at the hands of the
group of militant jihadists calling themselves the ISIS (or ISIL, or just the Islamic
State ... it’s getting hard to keep up) struck a
nerve with me as a journalist, as an American, and as a human being — and the desire
to seek revenge is as easy to understand as it
is entirely misguided.
Yesterday, President Obama gave a speech
about the militant group with the bottom
line that the U.S. will ramp up its military
presence and involvement in Iraq and Syria
to combat the so-called threat, that is ISIS,
“wherever they are.”
But other than a knee-jerk reaction for
revenge of the two countrymen’s death, why
exactly are we involving ourselves in this
regional conflict and will doing so actually
make us any safer?
If you watch too many talking heads
on television, you’re probably under the
impression that ISIS poses an imminent or
long-term threat to the U.S., but according to
a story published yesterday in the New York
Times, “ISIS has no ability to attack inside

them exactly what they want.
the United States, American
Having the U.S. nipping at their
and allied security officials
heels plays right into the jihadist
say, and it is not clear to
worldview of the “western evil,” and
intelligence officials that the
every bomb we drop serves their needs
group even wants to.”
as a recruitment tool for disenfranThe same story in the
chised young men in Iraq, Syria and
Times details the unfounded
abroad.
conspiracy theories about the
If there’s one thing you should
capabilities of ISIS that have
Follow Nick on
never give your enemy, it’s exactly
been raised by talking heads
Twitter
in recent days, ranging from
what they want.
@NickMIbarra
basic sleeper-cells to complex
A second key misconception is that
fantasies about terrorists spraying Ebola
ISIS is savage in its means and methods to
throughout our mass transit systems.
an unprecedented degree — some have gone
Such hysteria led Daniel Benjamin,
so far as to compare them to the Nazis — and
former top terrorism adviser to President
while of course it’s true that their methObama, to label the public perception and
ods are savage (among them rounding up
discussion surrounding ISIS as a “farce,” the
hundreds of Iraqi soldiers for execution en
Times reported.
masse), they are hardly unprecedented.
Another crucial point to raise about the
Compared to the regime of Saddam Huskilling of the American journalists is that
sein, ISIS so far has been pretty tame.
the only logical reason they were killed and
Hussein carried out genocide against
the video distributed in a public manner was the Kurds and tortured countless people in
to provoke a response.
horrific ways, including, according to the
testimony of survivors, dissolving their limbs
ISIS, by all appearances, actually wants
in acid or sawing them off with a table saw.
us to be more involved and we’re giving

In one case, as recounted by a survivor
of the chambers and as reported in 2003 by
the Associated Press, a man was entirely dissolved in acid slowly, piece by piece.
But let’s remember, it wasn’t Hussein’s
brutality that led us to intervene, just like
the brutality of other inhumane societies
and regimes doesn’t lead us to intervene.
The final issue I take with Obama’s
speech is his contention that, thanks to our
efforts in the Middle East following 9/11,
“America is safer.”
Sadly, the opposite is true.
Our invasion and occupation of Iraq and
Afghanistan and our drone strikes in Yemen
and elsewhere have only served to increase
the number and the ire of our enemies.
The hundreds of thousands of civilian
casualties in those conflicts have multiplied
the vendettas against us a thousandfold.
Isn’t it time we stop making terrorists out
of farmers and shepherds?
How long will it take us to realize that
the more we kick the hornets’ nest the more
we’re going to get stung?
Nick Ibarra is a Spartan Daily contributer.

Condoning violence and war are terrorist tactics
“We will degrade, and ultimately destroy, ISIL through a comprehensive and
sustained counterterrorism strategy.”
“It (the war on terror) will not end until
every terrorist group of global reach has
been found, stopped and defeated.”
“We will combat terrorism. We will deter aggression. We will protect our people.”
Yesterday, President Barack Obama
made a speech detailing a military plan,
which will be launched to combat the terrorist organization known as ISIS.
However, only the first statement of the
above three is from this speech. The others are pulled from speeches given by two
different American presidents during the
previous two decades.
It’s safe to say that “fighting terrorism”
is not a new concept in American history.
The second statement is part of a speech
given on Sept. 20, 2001 by President George
W. Bush, who targeted Al Qaeda, Osama bin
Laden and the Taliban.
The third statement was said in a speech to
the American people by President Bill Clinton
on June 26, 1993 in response to an American
missile attack launched earlier that day at
the “Iraqi Intelligence Services principle

command and control facility” in
boasting its accomplishments and
Baghdad.
its status as an essential beacon of
It seems the American governlight and freedom for the world
ment and American presidents
falls short when they use violent
are consistently vowing to “deter
tactics, which degrades them closer
aggression” by means of military
to the level of their enemies.
force, which is almost always
Words which promise “liberty,
violent and delivered by the end of
protection and freedom” cannot be
a missile.
accompanied by “destroy,” “missile
The American motto, “liberty,
attack,” and “military action” and
Follow Jessica on
freedom and justice,” (also three
still be considered a road to peace.
Twitter
common words used in each of
Direct attack made against our
@jessieschleg
the speeches) does not fare well
country cannot be ignored.
with the motto, “let’s kill people
However, when the principle
to show people that killing people is bad.”
response is based on violence, the food of
In the last three decades, it is the second
conflict and war, history can only continue
motto rather than the first that has dictated
feeding off itself and repeat.
Especially when violence
our reasons for “fighting terrorism” and
is dressed-up with a tailored
“protecting America.”
suit saying it will make a
Despite whatever sugar-coated bullshit
“safer” America and “save
the president at the time wants to say to
justify this violence, fighting violence with the lives of thousands of
innocent men, women and
violence has proven time and time again
children,” with a “systemnot to work.
atic campaign of airstrikes.”
The fact that a speech given over 20
Even if violence is
years ago could easily be mistaken for one
intended to stop the “bad
given today illustrates that point.
guys,” missiles do not have
The American government’s habit of

American policy makers need to
focus on country’s internal issues
I remember when I first really understood
I am as proud as any other American of my
how much politics influenced America.
country, but the past choices have tainted the imI was a senior in high school and President
age of America.
Barack Obama was just elected.
President Obama has already sent several
It was one of those amazing events that happens
hundred service members to Iraq assessing how
in America.
America can best support Iraqi Security Forces.
Obama’s election into office will forever be
He said we would not be dragged into another
in history books because he was the first black
war in Iraq and his plans “will not involve Ameripresident and gave us a hopeful feeling.
can combat troops fighting on foreign soil.”
Yesterday, President Obama made a speech that
I personally believe we should not get involved
Follow Jerica on
essentially explained to Americans his plan for his
with what is happening in the Middle East.
Twitter
administration to bring down the “Islamic State of
President Obama has not given us enough infor@thehellajerica
Iraq and Syria,” better known as ISIS.
mation to be completely on board with his decision.
He painted a picture of monstrous human
I have always been a huge supporter of his
beings who are “unique in their brutality” and execute cap- beliefs and how much he has attempted to change the politured prisoners, kill children and enslave, rape and force
cies and laws in America, but I feel he is drifting from this
women into marriage.
original ideology.
He also mentioned the two journalists, Jim Foley and
How can the president of the United States of America
Steven Sotloff, who were beheaded by the terrorist group.
preach freedom and liberty when we have so many probPresident Obama believes staying out of Syria’s civil war lems in this country already?
would be bad for America and our allies if ISIS gains power.
I am not saying the events in the Middle East are not
But before anything, American policy makers need to
important.
consider the 13 years of war we just left.
This country has a history of ignoring the issues of its
Although the president has some say with the decisions
citizens and focusing on funding war.
going to war, I believe he generally cares about how AmeriPresident Obama should focus on fixing the problems in
cans feel about his plan.
the country he leads.
The first part of his plan is to “conduct a systematic
Does the Iraqi government or military even want our help?
campaign of airstrikes against these terrorists.”
I can guess that the citizens of the Middle East do not
He then wants to “increase our support to forces fightwant American help.
ing these terrorists on the ground.”
America needs to focus on conflicts inside of the counAmerica is so hung up on changing the world that we, as a try rather than outside.
country, have seemingly dubbed ourselves the world police.
Jerica Lowman is the Spartan Daily Opinion Editor.

Share your
opinion on
Twitter!

@ spartandaily

innocence-filters to pick and choose which
people should or should not die.
Death has become so familiar to us and
has become our go-to for revenge and punishment for our enemies.
Death and violence cannot be glorified
or made beautiful because they affect a
different group of people, no matter how
disgusting the crimes they committed are.
Death and violence are always ugly.
To a terrorist, righteousness goes handin-hand with the death of one’s enemy.
To a terrorist, justice is violence’s partner.
If you threaten a terrorist, “you will find
no safe haven.”
Jessica Schlegelmilch is the Spartan Daily
Executive Editor.
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Past memories bring new feelings to America’s progress
I was sitting on my bed and just woke up to
get ready for another day at my elementary
school in Rohnert Park, Calif.
My brother was across the room in his
bed still struggling to get up. I barely had
any energy as I got dressed and went to the
kitchen for breakfast.
My mom was there, as usual, since she
worked early in the mornings too and liked to
spend time with us before we went on our way.
I froze as I looked at my mom’s silent
sorrow with tears rolling down her cheeks.
She was staring at the radio, giving it all
her attention because just listening to it wasn’t
enough for her to grasp what was going on.
It had just happened less than an hour ago.
My mom had turned on the radio to
listen to some music as she did everyday,
but this time she was getting the news of a
terrorist attack on our country.
One plane had struck the World Trade
Center.
We went straight to the TV in the living
room to get a better picture and understanding
of what had just happened.
I couldn’t believe it.
Here I am, a little third-grader, protected in
my own little bubble of a beautiful life with no
worries and this event just popped it.
It opened me up to the realities and
troubles we all face not only in this country,

but in the world as well.
really having this war. Soon the supMy only question was: why?
port for it began to steadily fade.
What did we do to make them
After about a decade, Osama bin
do this? I know I didn’t do anyLaden was finally been tracked down
thing wrong, my family didn’t
and killed in Pakistan by U.S. forces.
do anything wrong and the
President Barack Obama promptsmall city I lived in didn’t either.
ly announced the withdrawal of our
Yet they attacked our countroops a month later.
try, so what did our country do?
With all the action going on outJust as the questions were
side of our country, there was plenty
Follow Giovanni
multiplying, a second plane hit
going on inside of it as well.
Amador
on Twitter
and it was horrifying.
The Transportation Security Admin@bayareakidg
Now both the towers were enistration was created almost immediately
gulfed in smoke and debris from
after the attacks. The TSA would take
the explosions. I remember it feeling so real.
over security in American airports.
I walked to school with my brother that
With the tighter airport security came
day with more pride in my country than I
tighter security in the country, as well as
ever knew I had.
the Department of Homeland Security
Before, the United States was just a
spawning after 9/11.
place I lived in. I never really thought of
Since the attacks, the U.S. has come a long
the concept of it being our country, or our
way and so many changes have come about
home that we all shared together until it
but that doesn’t mean it’s been handled well.
was attacked so unexpectedly.
So much funding has been pumped in the
As the whole country was reacting to such a
defense budget when our country still has
traumatic event, the government was too. The
mediocre healthcare and students are still
Bush Administration announced a War on
struggling to get through college, many from
Terror, planning to stop the Taliban and other
San Jose State University.
terrorist groups as well as Osama bin Laden.
In the 13 years since the attack, I’ve seen
Year after year, our armed forces stayed
more improvement in our military and the efin the area.
forts put outside this country than inside of it.
People began wondering why we were
Why were we attacked in the first place?

ONE WORD
WISDOM

What was our government doing before
9/11 shocked the country?
These questions have stuck with me and as a
young adult, I now understand what led to that
tragic event and how it could have been avoided.
The problem is our government becomes
too involved with other countries and in doing so, terrorist organizations from the area
respond in the worst ways.
The U.S. has garnered the reputation of
becoming the “international police,” trying to
solve problems around the world despite the
fact that there are problems here at home.
The problems don’t stop at healthcare
and the poor quality of education. Homelessness and the job market, among other
things, plague the country.
I don’t see why the American government
can’t put as much effort they put in helping
other countries into helping their own.
Sure, they feel like they’re protecting
the country from outside threats ... but
there are many threats inside this country
and they’re not from terrorists.
The government is protecting this country in the wrong manner.
I appreciate the troops and all they have done
for this country, but what I don’t appreciate is
how our government has responded and how
they’ve handled their decisions.
Giovanni Amador is Spartan Daily staff writer.

War: our ugliest imperfect nature

BY
WES
MOOTS

didn’t like to back
down from any
encroachment,
even if it was the
size of Rome.
A “moot,”
War is the single greatest eviwas a diplomatic gathering
dence of a necessity created by an
discussing important or critical
imperfect world.
disagreements in an effort to
It isn’t hard to imagine a world
prevent a war between tribes.
without prejudice, limited resources
Over a thousand years ago,
or conflicting opinions which can’t
my family lead the tribe which
be discussed in calm and peaceful
oversaw these meetings.
gatherings.
Though one could call us
So long as two individuals want
diplomats, what it really meant
something only one can have, there has
was that we, as a tribe, were
been conflict.
Follow Wes Moots large and strong enough to keep
In its simplest form, war is nothing
any two tribes in check.
on Twitter
@Stevewes
but conflict on a grander scale.
We were also smart in not
Though my family used to spell
overtaking these tribes in our
our name differently, ancient tribal groups own conquest.
who lived in what is now Germany were
Does this mean war was and can be prevented by diplomats? The answer is only sometimes.
headstrong, violent, dangerous groups who

In a perfect world, we would communicate
and bring peace through all things.
But in an imperfect world where power is
not always balanced and temperaments are not
always controlled, war is at times inevitable.
The next question, which must often be
asked, is whether war can be righteous.
If we are to define a righteous cause as one
which brings us and our world closer to a state of
perfection, and if we simultaneously declare war
evidence of the worlds imperfection, then the
righteousness of a war is limited by perception.
Objectively, war can at best only ever be defined as a necessary flaw in an imperfect world.
In my family, violent conflict is considered
an aspect of ourselves, but not one which we
express toward each other out of anger.
Neither of my parents beat me and
though my sisters and I fought (and I lost as
often as I won), it was often seen as a contest
or a game.
As a teenager I was driven by anger and
a need to demonstrate my strength, which

lead from one violent encounter to another.
Though I was lucky enough to never face
legal consequences for my actions, I slowly became aware, though bruises and cuts, cracked
ribs and split knuckles, that even if I enjoyed
violence, these conflicts could never be seen as
righteous by those who lost.
Shortly after turning 22, I had an experience with an escalating conflict which
left me aware of my own mortality and the
need to use diplomacy first.
From that experience, I learned to commit myself to violent conflict (which is the
essence of war) only when it is a final and
ugly necessity.
While it is better to use diplomacy, our
own imperfection may give cause to our
ugliest natures.
Wes Moots is a Spartan Daily staff writer.
“One Word Wisdom” usually appears every
Thursday. Tweet a single world to his Twitter
handle with the tag “#OneWordWisdom” and
your word could be covered in a future column.

Public Opinion
By Kristen Wirtz

What do you remember from
Sept. 11, 2001?

Conor Kusich
Industrial Design
Junior
“I was with my dad and
my stepmom was coming back from Germany. I was worried about
her and if she would be
getting home safely.”

Son Nguyen
Nursing
Senior
“I remember when I got
to class [my] teacher
put on the T.V. I had
just moved from Vietnam and didn’t know
what was happening. I
felt confused and was
wondering why everyone
was freaking out.”
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#SJSUHOCKEY

Men’s hockey eager to start upcoming season

Lauren Hernandez | Spartan Daily
Members of the San Jose State University hockey team run drills on Sharks Ice in San Jose on Monday. The Spartans
are ranked eleventh in the nation and are looking to reach the ACHA Division II Nationals for the second straight year.
By Lauren Hernandez
@LaurenPorFavor
San Jose State University’s men’s hockey team is
approaching this year’s hockey season by being ranked eleventh in the nation.
The Spartans welcome back their head coach Phil
Hazelwood for the second season as well as five new
rookie players.
The upcoming season welcomes new challenges, including a loss of several players that helped the Spartans reach
nationals last season.

“We lost a couple key players, which is hard to get players
back like that, but I kind of like the way that we’re together
now,” Hazelwood said.
Junior defenseman Christian Rendino said he feels
confident going into the upcoming season with new
players beside him on the ice.
“We’re kind of in a transition year but I’m excited,” Rendino said. “I think we have a good shot of going somewhere
this year.”
Hazelwood said playing as a team instead of counting on
individuals to perform is necessary in the upcoming season.
The returning coach said unity was stressed in his first

season with the Spartans and hopes it will carry over into
his second season with the team.
Team captain senior forward Nicholas Matejovsky said
one of the goals of the season is building unity in the new
team, which was a major ingredient in their success of
prior seasons.
“I’m trying to keep that mentality that we’re one group,”
Matejovsky said. “We’re all one ... we’re all brothers.”
With two practices under their belt, the team is currently focusing on building fundamentals and playing unified,
according to Hazelwood.
Matejovsky said Hazelwood’s return as head coach
brings stability and a sense of comfort to the team as the
season approaches.
“I think we found a coach that definitely wants to be
here for a long time, cares about the program, wants to get
it bigger and expand the program as much as possible,”
Matejovsky said.
Returning junior defenseman Cody Murphy, who is returning after a two-year break, is hopeful to grow with the
team this season.
“Now that the team went to nationals last season, hopefully we can build and I can bring some experience to the
table,” Murphy said.
Ranked eleventh in the nation took work last season.
Matejovsky believes the fresh team can strive for making top-10 this upcoming season.
“We can’t set our expectations too high,” Matejovsky
said. “A good goal for us is to make sure that we’re top ten,
make it to regionals and we’ll go from there.”
Rookie forward Luke Schneider shares this sentiment
and said he feels confident about entering his first year with
the Spartans.
“Last year, we came in eleventh place in the nation and
I’m hoping that we can do better than that,” Schneider said.
“Work hard in practice and go hard in the games.”
Senior goaltender Mario Retana is excited about the
rookies entering their first season with the Spartans.
“I’m stoked” Retana said. “The tryout had a lot of good
caliber players that are in tip top shape. I’m pretty excited
for this season to start.”
With their first game of the season looming just a few
weeks away, the men are preparing for their opening game
against USC with confidence.
“I’m expecting us to win, but that’s just my mentality,”
Matejovsky said. “I’m looking forward to them. I think
they’re going to be a strong opponent and will really set the
tone for our season.”
SJSU men’s hockey’s first game of the season is against
USC on Sept. 26 at Sharks Ice in San Jose at 7:30 p.m.
Lauren Hernandez is a Spartan Daily staff writer.

#SJSUHOCKEY
Scan QR code to watch video
by Spartan Update
http://spartandaily.com/?p=123211

Jurich looking to take next step for
Spartans as starting quarterback
By Janet Garcia
@janeto1992
San Jose State starting quarterback and
graduate student Blake Jurich was recently
named one of the August Spartan Foundation Student-Athletes of the Month.
He led the San Jose State football team to
a 42-10 victory against North Dakota in the
season opener on Aug. 28.
In the game against North Dakota,
Jurich completed 22 of 25 passes for
250-yards with three touchdowns, rushed
for another 23-yards and a touchdown.
Jurich said he only needs to calm down
and gain experience to be ready for any situation thrown at him.
After five years as a backup quarterback,
Jurich received the opportunity to be the
starting quarterback for SJSU this season.
“It’s quite of an experience,” Jurich said.
“I am happy I get to play with the guys I do.
They are all playmakers and it’s fun playing
with them.”
But it has not been an easy road for Jurich.
His first year he tore his labrum and
faced challenges of adjusting to different
offensive coordinators.
Jurich played along record-breaking
quarterback David Fales, who is now playing for the Chicago Bears in the NFL for
two seasons. He learned about mental and
physical preparation from Fales.
Jurich spends most of his time dedicated to football and academics, but during the off-season, he goes home to Santa
Cruz and enjoys spending free time surfing
at the beach.

“I grew up around the beach,” Jurich
said. “That is where I spent a lot of my time
when I was little.”
Jurich’s biggest motivation and support
system are his parents.
“My parents have stuck with me through
this whole process,” Jurich said. “I have
been fighting for the past five years to get
the starting job and they have been right
behind me the whole time.”
Redshirt sophomore and wide receiver,
Tim Crawley, has been Jurich’s teammate
for the past three years and hopes the
quarterback will succeed under center for
the Spartans.
Crawley said Jurich is a natural leader
and gets along with the entire team.
“One of his best qualities is he knows
how to talk to everyone,” Crawley said.
“He takes a teammate to the side to talk
about routes and how to improve. He is a
really good communicator and gets his
message across.”
Head coach Ron Caragher said he has a
lot of respect for Jurich and that his commitment, trustworthiness and reliability
speaks volumes as the starting quarterback.
Caragher said even though Jurich won
the starting job, he continues to strive for
improvement everyday.
“He is very coachable,” Caragher said.
“The areas that we talked to him during fall
camp, that we wanted him to grow in, he focused on. He developed those areas.”
The next opportunity to watch Jurich
and the Spartans play is Sept. 27 against the
Nevada Wolfpack at Spartan Stadium.
Janet Garcia is a Spartan Daily staff writer.

